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ABSTRACT

Within developmental literature, a child’s activity level, curiosity and own initiative to interaction has
been highlighted as important for future development not only in the motoric area but also in relation
to language (Adolf & Franchak, 2016; Andalo et al., 2022). Parental speaking time has in recent big
data-studies also been related to vocabulary size in children (Bergelson et al., 2023). In the present
study we investigate if early motoric behaviour in interaction with a parent can predict concurrent (12
m o a) and later language competence (36 and 40 m o a) and to what degree parental speech and
context influences any relationships.

Data consists of 22 parent-child dyads recorded at 6, 9 and 12 m o a. Child gestures (deictic,
emblem, action, show/offer, iconic), child touch (comfort, stimulate, action), parental speaking time,
and context (play object, play peekaboo, play singing, play book, play non-toy, other) was annotated
and related to CDI measures at 12, 36 and 48 m o a. The children are part of the MINT-data set and
were selected based on CDI-measures at 3 years of age: 11 with high scores and 11 with low scores.
Based on the developmental literature on motor development, the hypothesis is that children who
early on are motorically active and prone to interaction with the parent through touch and gesture will
also have an advantage language wise. Statistical modelling will be used to determine whether there
are parent-child activities that influence significantly CDI over time; to identify factors that predict
the odds of having high (or low) score on CDI at 3 years of age; and to explore two groups with
high/low CDI with respect to various characteristics.

The results will be discussed in relation to developmental theory in general and the relation
between modalities in language acquisition in particular.
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